Haudenosaunee [how-den-o-SHOW-nee] 
· the name that the people of the Six Nations Called themselves
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What is the story of the Peacemaker?
-At one time there was much war and strife, there came a peacemaker, one who spread the words of peace. The Peacemaker travelled among the people. The 5 nations were the first to take up the offer of peace. Together they determined what was to be the Great Law of Peace.
What is the Great Law of Peace?
-Principles that were set down and to be followed by the nations.

What is the Tree of Peace and what does one nation need to do under the tree in order to join the confederacy? (p. 88)

What is confederacy?
-A partnership that is agreed on by nations or groups of people

The Role of Iroquois Women
Women had positions of respect in Iroquois society. They raised the children, did the gardening; they also owned the property and homes. When a couple was married, they moved into the woman's longhouse. When they had children, they became part of the mother's clan.  One of the duties of the women was to tend the corn, beans and squash.  These hearty vegetables were the main food supplies for the Iroquois, and were known as the "Three Sisters". 

The Clan Mother
Each clan had a leader who was known as the Clan Mother.  This position of importance was passed to her female relatives (a sister or a daughter).  

One important task for the clan mother was to select the chief for their own clan.  When selecting the chief, the mother would look for characteristics such as:
· honesty and kind-heartedness
· ability to think clearly
· knowledge of traditional ceremonies
· loyalty to family
· ability to uphold the Great Law
· ability to represent the people fairly
· ability to withstand criticism

The Iroquois Men

Aside from serving as chiefs on the Grand Council, men were responsible for many task within a community:
· organized hunting and fishing parties
· cut trees to make homes and canoes
· organized team sports such as Lacrosse which helped to build skills for everyday life
· leadership skills
· endurance
· strength
· speed for hunting and warfare
· prepared for war
After the Confederacy was formed, the fighting amongst the Iroquois stopped.  If there was conflict between the nations and another group of people, it was the women who decided if they would go to war.

What is wampum?

This is a special belt, created by women, and made of special shells in the colours of white and purple.  Each belt contained a different message that was suggested to be serious and sincere, depending on who made it.

Canada has written a set of rules, the Constitution and the Iroquois confederacy was established based the Great Law of Peace.  One way that the Iroquois were able to remember the Great Law was by using a wampum belt.  

One person was responsible for caring for the wampum and reading of the belt, bead by bead.  Each wampum keeper was selected at a young age and trained to read, care and taught to remember the information and retell it in a poetic way.  

The Hiawatha Wampum (be able to explain pic)

Without having access to writing materials, there was no way to record the Great Law.  Using the wampum beads, a belt was created that shows the 5 original nations begin connected with a row of white beads.  This row represents the path of peace between all the
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How was the Confederacy Structured?
-Consisted of the 6 nations
	CHIEFS
	THE GRAND COUNCIL
	THE SEVENTH GENERATION

	-Leaders
-Looked after the welfare of their people
-Their duty to be teachers and spiritual guides
-Treated with great respect
-Considered no better than anyone else
-Caretakers of the Great Law of Peace
-Could lose position if not doing job properly (crime, refusal, not listening, disobeying law etc.)
-Chosen by Clan Mothers
	-Made up of 50 chiefs
-Represented the nations of the confederacy
-All chiefs were equal to one another
-Had to consider the 7th generation
	-Chiefs had to keep in mind how the decisions they made would affect the lives of their people for 7 generations. 
-This encouraged chiefs to think in the future.



How were decisions made?

Decision Making
Under the Great Law, democratic principles were built into the decision making process:
· equality among all chiefs, in the Grand Council with the same level of authority
· both men and women shared authority
· men were nominated as chiefs (male authority) by women (female authority)
· both men and women belonged to the mother's clan (giving women authority)
· the clan system ensured no one nation could over take the confederacy.  Loyalties were split between the clan and the nation, which helped maintain democracy and unity in the Confederacy



Decisions by Consensus (everyone agrees to)
The Great Law allows everyone to voice opinions and agree upon decisions through consensus

Consensus - all people affected by a decision have an equal voice.
In order for consensus to work, people must be open-minded and willing to think deeply about issues and what other peoples ideas and suggestions are.  Although the decision may not be their first choice, for what is best to all in the group, they must be willing to support it.

*** The Grand Council was the governing body for the Iroquois however the Great Law gave all the Iroquois the right to participate (this would happen when an emergency was presented). All men, women, children all had a voice.


David’s Jot Notes
	Daily Life in Different Societies

	Iroquois Confederacy
	Ancient Athens

	Men
	Women
	Men (male citizens)
	Women

	–	organized groups to hunt and fish
–	built longhouses and canoes
–	organized team sports for men
–	fought wars

	–	owned the property and homes
–	raised corn, beans, and squash
–	made wampum belts 
	–	owned property
–	received an education in math and literature at an early age
–	required to train for participation in the military

	–	did not own property
–	spent most of their time at home and raised children
–	married as early as 13 years of age
–	women in rich families were educated to run a household of servants and slaves; in poorer families, they worked with men




	Decision Making in Different Societies

	Iroquois Confederacy
	Athenian Democracy

	–	consensus among the original five nations
–	if groups fail to reach consensus, chiefs get advice from communities and the process starts again
–	clan mothers give chiefs advice, ensure decisions match with great law of peace
· men were chiefs of the clans and members of grand council
· minority rights (unique identity of each nation acknowledged)
	–	majority rule
–	male citizens make and vote on laws in the assembly
–	male citizens participated in juries
–	women were not allowed to participate in decisions 
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